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body of Imperialists carrying the tricolour flag ; but
the seductions which Bonaparte had once employed
with success depended on Bonaparte and lost all their
magic without him. Not a man was suborned from
his allegiance to the white flag, and Chateaubriand
could boast that, whatever elements of trouble might
be found in the kingdom, the army at least was true to
the Bourbon cause.

The wisest heads of the Restoration period, men like
de Serre, Decazes, and Martignac, knowing that France
was set against the ancien regime, held it to be a part
of common prudence to send the revolutionary passions
to sleep by abstaining from any course which might be
construed as a menace to the revolutionary settlement.
Charles X. was of a different opinion. In temper and
intellect he belonged to the older order, to the narrow
world of ultramontane theology and autocratic
politics. As heir apparent he was deeply suspect, as
King he rapidly converted suspicion into mutiny and
mutiny into revolt. A bishop was appointed Grand-
Master of the University of France, a premonitory
symptom of the approaching victory of orthodox
theology over free speculation. A thousand million
francs were voted to compensate the emigres for tKe loss
of their lands in the Revolution, and a law passed against
sacrilege was taken as an indication that offences
against religion were henceforward to be treated as
crimes against the State. By 1827 the Government
had excited against it a coalition of Liberals, Jansenists,
and manufacturers. The country was deeply stirred.
The electoral currents ran against the ministry, and
Villele, in whom the ultras had found a bold and
astute leader, resigned his portfolio. There were then
two alternatives open to the King. He might take a